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Introduction by the Headteacher 

Welcome to Year 9 Pathways. 
 
It is an exciting time as it is the first time in your school career where you have some choice in what you 
study over the next two academic years.  The compulsory subjects that you have to study make sure that 
your timetable is broad and balanced, with your option choices personalising it to you.  All of the courses 
will require you to work hard throughout the two years.  
 
Make sure that you ask a lot of questions as this will help you to make the right choices for you.  
 
Good luck 
 
Mrs Christine McLintock  
Headteacher  
 

  



 

 

 

óOptionsô at Sir William Ramsay School 

This is a crucial time for our Year 9 Students and making the right course choices is an important step on 

the road to a successful future. 

 

We have developed this booklet in line with the current curriculum developments to GCSEs, BTECs, 

assessments and grading. 

 

The following information will allow you to make informed choices about which optional courses you would 

like to choose. 

 

You should think carefully about the following: - 

¶ Your strengths and current performance in all subjects and interests. 

¶ Likely future progression beyond the age of 16. 

 

You should then discuss your ideas with parents/carers, email the relevant subject staff if you do not have 
lessons with them, your Form Tutor and anyone that you know that may have taken them previously. 
 
Please communicate with your Form Tutor regularly, they will be able to help you at the 

appropriate time. 

 

 

Note to Parents/Carers 

Whichever path our students take, we at Sir William Ramsay School ensure that we invest the time and 
effort at Year 9 and Year 11, to ensure your son/daughter follows the pathway to which they are best 
suited.  There are core courses that are compulsory, which are designed and endorsed by the government, 
to help students enhance and develop skills to increase their chances of success and give them a wide 
range of opportunities for the future.  
 

The curriculum at Sir William Ramsay School has been designed: - 

¶ To be broad and balanced. 

¶ To maximise studentsô strengths. 

¶ To allow students to select a coherent programme of study to enable them to access a meaningful 

progression through to Post 16 and beyond. 

 

With these points in mind, a small number of students with particular needs may well be offered an 

alternative curriculum that is more suited to them.  The school will contact the parents/carers of students if 

an alternative curriculum is required and discuss with them on an individual basis.  

  



 

 

 

 

As part of the Government reforms to the GCSE Curriculum in September 2016, all GCSE subjects are now 

measured by levels ranging from 9 -1 rather than A*- G.  The new grades have been brought in  to signal 

that GCSEs have been reformed and to better differentiate between students of different abilities.  The 

achievement of a grade 5 on the 9 - 1 grading scale at GCSE, is now considered the new óstrong passô that 

will be used to hold the government and schools to account.   This is comparable to a low B or a high C 

under the old grading system and raises the bar for performance across the board. 

 

 

 
 

  



 

Homework in Years 10 and 11 

All students should have a structured routine for homework.  Many subjects have a considerable 

coursework element and deadlines must be met throughout Years 10 and 11.  Work of the highest quality 

is essential if students are to achieve their best grades.  

 

Parents/Carers have an important part to play in encouraging a conscientious approach to regular home 

study and are able to view student homework tasks through the óShow My Homeworkô website.  All 

students have been given a username and password that gives them 24/7 access to their homework.  

 

Please contact us if you need help logging on, via support@swr.school putting IT in the óSubjectô line of 

your email. 

 

Qualifications  

Many parents/carers have told us how confusing qualification names have become.  The table below is 
designed as a brief overview to help you understand the range and standard of qualifications.  
 

Qualification Explanations 

GCSE 
General Certificate of Secondary Education 

Most common qualification for Year 11 Students ï grades 9-1 in all subjects 

Combined  Award  Combined Award GCSE courses are worth 2 GCSEs 

VTCT 
VTCT are specific work-related qualifications. 

They are equivalent to a GCSE and are graded Pass, Merit and Distinction 

AQA Technical Award  AQA Technical Awards are vocational qualifications similar to BTEC 

Cambridge National  
Certificate  

This is a vocational course at Levels 1 and 2.  It is equivalent to a GCSE at  
9-1 and is graded Pass, Merit and Distinction 

BTEC First  

BTEC Tech Award  
 

BTECs are work related qualifications suitable for a wide range of students. 
There are two types of qualifications at the moment:  

BTEC First and BTEC Tech Awards are Level 1 and Level 2 courses.  They 
are equivalent to a GCSE at 9-1 and are graded Pass, Merit and Distinction 

Levels  Explanations  

Level 1  Level 1 awarded criteria is the equivalent to a GCSE Grade 3-1 

Level 2  Level 2 awarded criteria is the equivalent to a GCSE Grade 9-4 

 

Levels of Qualification Available at the School  

Courses may be assessed in different ways.   

At present the main forms of assessment are: - 

¶ Examinations  -  All courses leading to a qualification will have an examination element. 

¶ Coursework  -  Assessed as you go through the course. 

¶ Controlled Assessment  -  Externally set and assessed but the date is set within the school.  

https://www.satchelone.com/login
mailto:support@swr.school


 

Vocational Learning 
BTEC, Cambridge Nationals & NVQ Courses 

 
 
This year, we are again proud to offer a number of vocational courses.  In our industry-standard, purpose-
built Beauty Salon, students may choose a NVQ in Beauty Therapy or one of our Cambridge Nationals 
(CNATs) or BTEC courses which always prove popular choices.  These courses are part of the national 
framework and can therefore, be continued at the next level either in our Sixth Form, at college or in the 
workplace as part of level 1/2 apprenticeships. 
 
BTEC, Cambridge Nationals and NVQ courses are vocational - directly related to an area of work.  They are 
assessed mainly by coursework with some examined work and will suit hard-working students who have a 
particular vocational interest or strength in coursework. 
 
All BTECs, CNATs and NVQ options have changed to fit in with National guidelines for quality and it is 
important to note that deadlines have become very strict and has little room for flexibility.   This is because 
with the new measures students cannot get a re -submission opportunity if they did not submit work on 
time.  This means that a student who submits work late will not have the opportunity to make 
improvements to the work.   Students who fall short of deadlines will have to resit different assignments 
further in the course along with th e work they are doing in class then.   This means that maintaining 
good attendance to lessons is key to success in these courses as teachers will be giving you 
vital information to help you with your coursework.   In the analysis of exam data, it clearly sho ws 
that attendance below 85% in vocational courses negatively impacts your ability to succeed on vocational 
courses. 
 
 

Why Choose A Vocational Course?  
 

1. You get a real-life introduction into the skills and attributes that are needed to work in the course 
sector. 

2. You learn skills such as time-management and being an independent and reflective learner, which 
will complement your learning in GCSE subjects.  For example, it is advisable for GCSE subjects to 
revise topics regularly instead of cramming near exam-time.  All vocational subjects demand that 
you develop a positive work ethic from the start.  These skills will be transferrable to your other 
courses and enhance your attitude to learning there.  

3. The coursework aspect is large and can make a difference to your overall grade (up to 60% in the 
Tech Awards).  Coursework units are completed near the start or middle of the course, so you have 
less to revise for assessment towards your grade.  This is easier than learning two years of work for 
examinations at the end (which you do for GCSE).  

4. For your assessment in some courses (H&SC Tech Award) you can have notes from class and texts 
to use when writing the coursework.  

5. Employers and colleges look more favourably on students who show they can do well with a 
mixture of assessment types.  Vocational courses tell employers/admissions that you can work 
consistently to produce outcomes and not just cram for exams at the end.  This suggests that you 
have well-developed time management skills. 

 

  



 

 

GCSE to Post-16 Options 

During Years 10 and 11 all students will follow a range of courses designed to offer a broad and balanced 

education.  These will equip them with the skills, knowledge and qualifications needed to progress to the 

Sixth Form, Higher Education, the world of work and all aspects of their lives. 

 

The GCSE to Post-16 Options programme begins in Years 9 and 10 and runs right through to Year 13.  We 

spend time with students identifying their strengths and mapping out progression to possible Post-16 

choices.   

 

Timetable to Success 

We will support you at every step, from assemblies, discussions in Tutor Time, video from Departments 

and by emailing the relevant Department if you do not have them for a lesson currently.  Mrs Capes 

gcapes@swr.school is also available to help as Head of Year 9. 

 

Remember to consider subjects that you enjoy and those you feel you can achieve in.  It is worthwhile 

considering your Sixth Form choices now and if it helps you to reach a decision, 

Mrs Carro or Miss Sanmartin will be happy to discuss these with you. 

 

 

What to do nexté.  

Using the óOnline Decision Formô, available via the online link on Wednesday 26th January 2022, 

highlight your curriculum pathway. 

 

Please note that we make every attempt to timetable as many first choices as we possibly can but it is not 

always possible to guarantee every combination.  Please be prepared to also study any of your reserve 

choices together or in combination with one of first-choice subjects.  If there are any issues or clashes with 

your first choices, you will be contacted. 

 

If you are unsure about which Science you are doing, then please speak to your Science Teacher.  

 

Submit your óOnline Decision Formô via Applica using the link that was sent on Wednesday 26th January 

2022, the closing date is noon on Friday 4th March 2022. 

 

Good Luck! 

 

Miss G Capes 

Head of Year 9 

 

Mr I Cartwright 

Assistant Head 

  

mailto:gcapes@swr.school


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & ENGLISH LITERATURE  

GCSE - Exam board ï AQA 8700 (Language) / 8702 (Literature)  
 
 

Course Outline  

English Language and Literature form the centre of a platform of qualifications which will stay with you 
throughout your time in Education and Work.   They develop studentsô communication skills, covering 
reading, writing, speaking and listening.   Students are given the best opportunities to reach their 
potential.  What you learn in English Language and English Literature will enrich, challenge and open doors 
for you. 
 
 
GCSE English Language  

This qualification is taken alongside GCSE English Literature to enable students to leave with two GCSEs in 
total.   We follow the AQA specification and this GCSE has two components.  
 

Component One -  Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing   

Á Students will read an unseen fiction extract and respond to questions in Section A.  

Á Students will write a descriptive or narrative piece using the provided stimulus in Section B.   

Á The exam is 1 hour 45 minutes and worth 80 marks.   

Á This paper is 50% of their GCSE English Language grade. 

 
Component Two -  Writersô Viewpoints and Perspectives   

Á Students will read an unseen nonfiction extract and an unseen literary non -fiction extract in Section 

A.  

Á Students will write to present their viewpoint on a provided topic or statement in Section B.   

Á The exam is 1 hour 45 minutes and worth 80 marks.   

Á This paper is worth 50% of their GCSE English Language grade.  

 
  
GCSE English Literature  

This course allows students to study literature from different time periods and a range of genres: Prose, 
Poetry and Drama.  Once again, students will follow the AQA specification which has two components. 
 

Component One  -  Shakespeare and the 19th -Century Novel  

Á Students at Sir William Ramsay study Macbeth in Year 10.  

Á Students at Sir William Ramsay study A Christmas Carol in Year 11. 

Á The exam is 1 hour 45 minutes and worth 64 marks.  

Á Literature Paper 1 is worth 40% of students GCSE Literature grade.  

  
Component T wo-  Modern Texts and Poetry  

Á Students will study An Inspector Calls in Year 10. 

Á Students will study the Power and Conflict poetry cluster in Year 11. 

Á Students will use their poetry skills to analyse unseen poetry in a third section of the exam.  

Á The exam is 2 hours 15 minutes and worth 96 marks.  

Á Literature Paper 2 is worth 60% of students GCSE Literature grade. 

  



 

 
Speaking and Listening Endorsement  

As a core subject, all students are required to plan a presentation, with a question and answer sectio n, as 
part of their Speaking and Listening Endorsement. 
 
Spoken Language assessments will be assessed by teachers using a set of criteria that will be common 
across all exam boards.  
 
There are three levels of achievement - Pass, Merit & Distinction, and one outcome indicating the required 
standard was not met - Not Classified (This grade will not affect studentôs GCSE Language grade; it is a 
separate endorsement). 
 
Exam boards will monitor a sample of Speaking and Listening assessments, where the exam board has 
requested that schools submit audio-visual recordings.  
 
Assessment  

Entries are no longer tiered, so everyone sits the same exam papers. 

Students will now be marked on a scale from 1 -9. 

Examinations will be taken in June at the end of Year 11. 

Both qualifications are entirely assessed by external examination. 

 
Progression  

As a core subject, English will prove essential for your future.   This course allows students to move on to 
AS/A2/Level 3 study in the Sixth Form in a variety of subjects and is universally accepted as a benchmark 
requirement for college, work or Higher Education.  
  



 

MATHEMATICS  
GCSE - Pearson Edexcel GCSE 1MA1  

 
Course Outline   

A basic knowledge of mathematics is an essential part of modern life and the syllabus provides students 
with a firm foundation in the fundamentals of Mathematics.  Students start the GCSE Mathematics course 
in Year 9 and follow a linear course, in line with their ability in Mathematics, until the Summer of Year 11, 
when they sit their GCSE examinations.  Each studentôs progress is carefully monitored to determine the 
appropriate GCSE tier of entry - Foundation or Higher. 
 
The Mathematics GCSE enables students to develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of 
mathematical methods and concepts.  Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve 
problems.  Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions.  Comprehend, 
interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to the information 
and context. 

 
Course Content  

There are six main areas of study: -  

Á Algebra 

Á Geometry & Measures  

Á Numbers 

Á Probability  

Á Ratio, Proportion & Rates of Change  

Á Statistics 

 
 
Within each of these topics there is significant emphasis on problem-solving and linking mathematical 
knowledge to everyday life. 
 
In addition to basic writing materials, students also require a ruler (marked with centimetres and 
millimetres), eraser, protractor or angle measurer, a pair of compasses and a scientific calculator. 
 
 
Assessment  

There are two tiers of entry for the GCSE examination, Higher and Foundation.  For both tiers, students 
complete 3 exams of 1 hour and 30 minutes. There is one non-calculator paper and two calculator papers.   
 
Mathematics is entirely assessed by external examination.    
 
Progression  

This course provides a strong foundation for further academic and vocational study and for employment.  

Giving students the appropriate mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding to help them progress 

to a full r ange of courses in Further and Higher Education.  This includes Level 3 Mathematics courses as 

well as Level 3 and Undergraduate Courses in other disciplines such as Biology, Geography and Psychology. 

 

  



 

  

SCIENCE -  SEPARATE SCIENCES 
GCSE - AQA Biology 8416 -  AQA Chemistry 8462 -  AQA Physics 8463  

 

Course Outline   

The Science Department uses Year 9 as a transition year into KS4 (GCSE Year 10/11).  As a result, all students 
are currently studying GCSE units in Physics, Chemistry and Biology.  Based on the studentsô progress in Year 
9, a decision will be made as to which of the pa thways they will be allocated in Year 10.  
 

Separate Sciences - 3 GCSEs Awarded in Biology, Chemistry and Physics  

Those chosen to study Separate Sciences will continue to complete a separate GCSE in each of the three 
Sciences.  Once in Year 11, students will have the opportunity to consolidate this learning and practise exam 
technique.  The students chosen for this course will be nominated by teachers and discussions will be held with 
students and parents/carers regarding the suitability of this course for them. 
 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics are only available as part of the Separate Sciences Award, therefore, students 
must study all three Sciences. 
 
Course Requirements  

Good literacy and numeracy skills.  The ability to prepare and perform well on termina l exams.  A good attitude 
to learning scores in Science and a high-grade level at the end of Year 9. 
 

Assessment  

Terminal Exams in the Summer of Year 11.  
 

 
 

There are two examination tiers, Higher & Foundation.  The decision about which tier students will be entered 
for will be made during Year 11.  This will be based on their performance in internal mocks, target grades and 
attitude to learning.  
 
Progression  

Successful completion of this award could lead on to further study of Science A-Levels and Science related 
jobs. 

  Biology  Chemistry  Physics  

Number of GCSE 
Qualifications Awarded  

1  1  1  

Tiers  Higher or Foundation  Higher or Foundation  Higher or Foundation  

Exams  B1 & B2  C1 & C2  P1 & P2  



 

COMBINED SCIENCE TRILOGY  AWARD  
GCSE - AQA 8464  

 
 

Course Outline  

The Science Department uses Year 9 as a transition year into 
KS4 (GCSE Year 10/11).  As a result, all students are 
currently studying GCSE units in Physics, Chemistry and 
Biology.  Based on the studentsô progress in Year 9, a 
decision will be made as to which of the pathways they will 
be allocated in Year 10. 
 

Combined Science -  2 GCSEs Each a Combination of 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics  

For those chosen to study Combined Science, students will 
continue to complete Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics, 
contributing to two GCSE qualifications.  In Year 11, students 
will revise units and practise exam questions. 

 
 

The grades awarded for Combined Science will be based on terminal 
exams that will be taken in the Summer of Year 11 . 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Course Requirements  

All students must undertake some form of GCSE Science. 
 
Assessment  

There are two examination tiers, Higher & Foundation.  The decision about which tier 
students will be entered for will be made throughout Year 11.  This will be based on 
their performance in internal mocks, end of unit tests, target grades and attitude to 
learning. 
 
Students do not have any coursework but they will have to complete some required 
practicalôs, which they will be asked about in their exams. 
 

 Combined Science  

Number of GCSE Qualifications Awarded 2 

Tiers High or Foundation 

Exams 
B1 & B2, C1 & C2, P1 & P2 

16.7% each 

 

Progression  

Successful completion of this award could lead on to further study of Science A-Levels and many careers, as lots 
are underpinned by the Science concepts covered in this course. 
 

  



 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION &  GAMES 
 

 

Course Outline  

Physical Education is compulsory for all Year 10 and Year 11 students.  Emphasis is placed on recreational 
and sporting activities for personal enjoyment and fitness, as well as promoting and developing high levels 
of skill in particular sports.  Students have the opportunity to  participate in Netball, Badminton, Athletics, 
Cricket, Rounders, Tennis, Handball, Basketball, Football, Rugby and the Fitness Gym. 
 
The core PE programme aims to build upon many of the activities covered in Years 7, 8 and 9.  We aim to 
develop the depth of understanding which would allow the student t o continue to enjoy that activity once 
they leave school. 
 
Progression  

Within the core PE programme, for a group of motivated students, there will be the opportunity to 
undertake a óSports Leaders Level 1 Awardô.  This qualification is based around developing the skills 
required to be a successful leader within a sports setting.  During core PE lessons students will complete 
tasks relating to how we plan and run sporting activities.  These lessons will be taught th rough a 
combination of practical and theory.  
 
This qualification would support those undertaking the  Cambridge Nationals courses or for those who would 
like to gain a qualification relating to working with young people,  especially within a sporting environment. 
 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

ART AND DESIGN  

GCSE - Edexcel/Pearson IADO  
 

Course Outline  

This GCSE course in Art & Design - Fine Art is provided by Edexcel/Pearson and consists of two internally 
assessed and externally moderated components.  Component 1: Personal Portfolio is 60% of the 
qualification and is the coursework element of the GCSE.  Component 2: Externally Set Assignment is 40% 
of the qualification which consists of a 10 -hour exam and preparation work.  Students will be expected to 
use Microsoft Office 365 and the OneDrive for all digital storage purposes. 
 
Course Content  

This course offers the development of a wide range of techniques and materials, with work often combining 
different media.   The central activities throughout the course are drawing, painting and mixed media.   The 
aim is to develop the ability to use these mediums to record observations and to visualise ideas and 
communicate to others in visual forms.  In addition, a wide range of new materials and techniques will be 
explored including printing, three -dimensional work and photography/ICT manipulation.   Students can also 
develop work in different subject areas for this subject, such as 3D, Graphics and Ceramics. 
 
Course Requirements  

Students need to have good drawing ability and a good work ethic.   Students should have a keen interest 
in the Visual Arts and will need to be able to analyse and write confidently about different forms of art.  
 
Assessment  

Throughout Years 10 and 11, progress is assessed by both the teacher and the students themselves.  
Students will be assessed against the four assessment objectives with each focusing on a different element 
of the course.  Students are assessed on their ability to Develop, Refine, Record and Present. 
 
Coursework and exam work will be assessed by an external moderator at the end of Year 11.   Students will 
exhibit their work.   The final assessment in Year 11 is the presentation of coursework and the controlled 
10-hour exam as part of Component 2. 
 
You can opt for both Art & Design and Photography, but you should discuss this with your Art Teacher 
beforehand to assess if you are able to commit to the required time needed to be successful on both 
courses. 
 
Progression  

Those who show an interest and aptitude for the subject will have the potential to continue Art and Design 
at A-level.  The course is widely available at Colleges and Sixth Form centres. 
 
Many students from this school also go on to pursue Art and Design courses such as the Foundation Course 
at Bucks New University and other relevant Universities.  These lead to a variety of different Fine Art and 
Arts Degree courses and a wide range of Art and Design-based careers, such as: Industrial Design, Graphic 
Design, Media Work and Fashion Design.  In fact, more students from Art and Design courses obtain jobs 
in their chosen field than from any other type of Higher Education course.  
 
These options are not only of value to those wishing to pursue the subjec t beyond school.  They can 
provide a chance to create and express personal ideas; it can provide enjoyment and a sense of 
achievement.  It is a fact that Art and Design and Photography have a daily impact on our lives.  Just about 
everything man-made we wear and use, both large and small, has been designed by someone.  It is 
interesting to note that many business -based courses now include a design element and employers 
recognise the value of creative employees. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION  
BTEC Level 2 Tech Award  -  ZPK57  

 
Course Outline  

In an increasingly media saturated world it is essential that we 
understand and question how and why the media has such a 
powerful influence on all of our lives.   The Pearson BTEC Level 2 
Tech Award in Creative Media Production course involves a range 
of theory and practical based assessments.  
 
Course Content  

During the course all students will study a variety of media texts 
and gain a variety of media skills.  From Moving Image to 
Publishing, to helping them investigate, compare, comment and 
develop relevant industry standard media skills.  Throughout the course students will investigate the 
purpose of media products and how they are designed to engage with specific audiences.  They will also 
design, create and develop a variety of media products.   
 
Course Requirements  

All students must have an interest in the media, especially films and to have a creative, imaginative mind.  
 
Assessment  

 

Internal Assessment   External Assessment   

Component 1 

Exploring Media Products - 30% 

Component 3 

Responding to a brief - 40% 

Synoptic assessment over a maximum of 9 hours 

Component 2 

Developing Digital Media Production skills - 30% 
  

 
 
Progression  

Students can progress to study Media at college or in an apprenticeship within the Media Industry.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

GCSE - AQA 8552  
 

Course Outline  

This AQA GCSE Design Technology qualification is modern and relevant, so students can learn about 
contemporary technologies, materials and processes, as well as established practices.  This GCSE places 
greater emphasis on understanding and applying iterative design processes.  This is a course that enables 
you to build on your creativity and work with a keen attention to detail.  
 
Course Content  

Students should enjoy designing and making products in any of the Resistant Materials or Textiles areas of 
Design Technology.  Students will use their creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes that 
solve real and relevant problems, considering their own and otherôs needs, wants and values.  Students 
should have an interest in how familiar products have been manufactured both as a one-off product 
produced in a workshop and how it has been made in an industrial situation.  
 
Course Requirements  

The CGP new Grade 9-1 GCSE Design & Technology AQA Revision Guide is recommended, as is the 
Daydream Education Pocket Posters Guide.  Voluntary contributions of £15 each year help to cover the 
costs of materials necessary to complete practical tasks.  
 

Assessment  

Internal Assessment NEA  
(Non-Examined Assessment) 

External  Assessment  

Practical Application of:  
Core Technical Principles 

Specialist Technical Principles 

Designing & Making Principles 

How I t  I s Assessed:  
Non-exam assessment (NEA): 30ï35 hours approx. 

100 Marks  

50% of GCSE 

Tasks:  
Substantial Design & Make Task 

Assessment Criteria: - 

Identifying & Investigating Design Possibilities 
Producing a Design Brief & Specification 

Generating Design Ideas 
Developing Design Ideas 

Realising Design Ideas 

Analysing & Evaluating 
 

Contextual challenges to be released annually by AQA on 
1 June in the year prior to the submission of the NEA.  

Students will produce a prototype and a portfolio of 
evidence. 

Work will be marked by teachers and moderated by AQA. 

 

What I s Assessed:  
Core Technical Principles 

Specialist Technical Principles 

Designing & Making Principles 

How I t  I s Assessed:  
Written Exam 2 Hours 

100 Marks 

50% of GCSE 

Questions:  
Section A - Core Technical Principles 20 marks 

A mixture of multiple choice and short answer 

questions assessing a breadth of technical 
knowledge and understanding. 

Section B - Specialist Technical Principles 30 
marks 

Several short answer questions (2ï5 marks) and 

one extended response to assess a more in-
depth knowledge of technical principles. 

Section C - Designing & Making Principles 50 
marks 

A mixture of short answer and extended 
response questions. 

 

Progression  

Following on from this course, students are well placed to take an A-Level qualification.  Those wishing to 
look to Apprenticeships or other areas of Further Education would have gained highly useful transferable 
skills such as problem solving, practical application of knowledge and a wide range of practical capabilities 
using a range of tools and processes. 
 

  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Design-Technology-Complete-Revision-Practice/dp/1782947558/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2NX3AYBD6RV7L&dchild=1&keywords=design+%26+technology+gcse&qid=1608130636&sprefix=design+%26+technology%2Caps%2C153&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-Design-Technology-Pocket-Posters/dp/B07J5LLGXQ/ref=asc_df_B07J5LLGXQ/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=309917289578&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=1120523941058507945&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9046067&hvtargid=pla-699629651471&psc=1&th=1&psc=1


 

Exemplar Work  

 

 

  
  

  

  
 
 

  


